
 2014 WBC BYELAWS

1.0 Definitions

1. Where the term "Confederation Asian Australasian" (AAO) is used it is held to mean the Confederation of Australia, New Zealand, Oceania, and Asia (middle east) as defined in the Constitution of the International Water Ski and Wakeboard Federation. (IWWF) 
2. Where the term "Confederation EA" is used it is held to mean the Confederation of Europe and Africa  as defined in the Constitution of the International Water Ski and Wakeboard Federation. (IWWF) 

3. Where the term "Confederation Pan Am" (PA) is used it is held to mean the Confederation of North and South America as defined in the Constitution of the International Water Ski and Wakeboard Federation. (IWWF)  

4. Where the word "he", "him" or "his" is used, it is held to refer to persons of either sex. 

5. Where the word "competitor" is used, it is held to mean the individual skier. 

6. Where "his (the competitor's) Federation" is used, it is held to mean the Federation of the country, where the competitor has resided for more than 5 years. 

7. Where "his (the official's) Federation" is used, it is held to mean the Federation under whose authority the official advises the WBC he is from and he is in possession of a passport of a country or where he can prove permanent residency a country that is under that Federation’s authority. 

8. Where the word “Officers” is used it is held to mean the WBC Chairman of the Board and the WBC Secretary. 

9. The Chairman Emeritus shall be the most recent past WBC Chairman.

10. E-meetings refer to internet discussions and agreements on the WBC Forum

11. P-meetings refer to physical meetings of the WBC

2.0 Name
The name of this organization shall be the IWWF World Barefoot Waterski Council, (WBC).
2.1 Purpose and Function 

The WBC shall have 3 main purposes and functions:

a) Representing Barefoot Water Skiing, Promoting And Defending Its Best Interests Worldwide.

1. To promote barefoot water skiing throughout the world as a Sports Division of the International Water Ski and Wakeboard Federation, (IWWF). 

2. To encourage and assist in the formation of Barefoot Divisions of National Federations in countries where barefoot waterskiing is not developed. 

3. Be the official and final authority on the sport of Barefoot Waterskiing throughout the world.

4. Preparing and distributing, in conjunction with the IWWF Headquarters, all relevant information concerning barefoot waterskiing to all WBC affiliated Federations and the IWWF. 

5. To report to the Executive Board of the IWWF and refer any matters as appropriate to the Executive Board for guidance.

b) Technical Control Of Barefoot Waterskiing

1. The Technical Committee responsible for developing, maintaining, updating, and distributing the WBC Technical Rulebook for the World Barefoot Waterski Championships. 

2. Publishing a Standings and Rankings Lists of Athletes in the IWWF according to their verified performances in homologated barefoot waterski competitions during the previous year. 

3. To set the conditions to be observed for the homologation of records, establishing the rules for the ratification of world records, to review world record submissions, and ratify world records in accordance therewith and to be the archive of those records. 

4. To establish practical and theoretical examinations of international judges and officials. 

5. To circulate minutes of the WBC meetings to the Confederational Councils without delay.

6. To establish special offices, such as historian, and special awards in recognition of exceptional service or merit to barefooting on such terms and such conditions, and with such rights and privileges as the WBC may determine.

c) World Titled Events Responsibilities.

1. Soliciting and approving bids for hosting the World Barefoot Waterski Championships. 
2. Responsible for approving the Chief Judge, Chief Scorer, Chief Driver, Homologator, Chief Video Officer, Drivers, Scorers, and Jury for the World Barefoot Waterski Championships from resumes of eligible officials submitted by the three Confederations and submitting those names to the IWWF no later than eight months before the announced first day of the championship. 

3. To examine and approve the site, the installations and equipment as appropriate for the World Barefoot Waterski Championships.

4. To monitor and assist the progress of the Local Organizing Committee (LOC) of the World Barefoot Waterski Championships through it’s Confederational Members and World Championship Committee.

5. To examine the Chief Judge’s report following all World Titled Events and to investigate and approve any actions necessary arising from that report.

3.0 Application

These byelaws shall only apply to the Barefoot Waterski Division of the IWWF. Athletes, Officials, and Clubs of IWWF affiliated Federations shall recognise the authority of the WBC and respect its byelaws and decisions.

4.0 Amendments, Additions, Annulments

1. Byelaws and modifications thereto shall only be approved at a P-meeting of the WBC by a 2/3-majority vote of the WBC in favor. 
2. These byelaws may not conflict with the IWWF Byelaws. Should a conflict arise, the IWWF Byelaws shall take precedent. 
3. Each Confederation shall adopt and may amend its own Confederational Byelaws, provided that there is no conflict with the WBC Byelaws or the IWWF Byelaws or any authorized rules made or taken thereunder. Whenever such conflicts exist the conflicting Confederational Byelaws or action taken thereunder shall automatically be suspended in application and supplanted by the applicable WBC Byelaws, or the IWWF Byelaws, or by the rule made or action taken thereunder by the WBC. 

4. In order to avoid such conflicts a draft of all Confederational Byelaws or amendments thereto shall be promptly submitted to the WBC for examination and recommendations. The WBC determination as to the existence of a conflict shall be final and conclusive. 
5. These or any future byelaws shall be effective as soon as they have been communicated in writing by registered mail or with a confirmed receipt of email to WBC affiliated Federations.  
6. WBC Byelaws and modifications thereto must be submitted to the next IWWF Congress for approval.
5.0 IWWF Affiliated Federations

Any Federation in good standing with the IWWF may form a Barefoot Division and enter qualified competitors in the World Barefoot Waterski Championships

6.0 Council Composition
1. The WBC shall consist of nine (9) voting Council Members, three (3) Reserve Members and any Honorary Members. There shall be three Confederational Representatives (voting) from each of the three WBC Confederations, and one Reserve Member from each Confederation (non-voting). There shall be no more than two voting members from any one federation, unless there is only one federation in a confederation that has held homologated tournaments in the past two years, or has fielded a team at the last World Championships.

2. The Athletes Commission (AC) shall appoint 1 representative to the Council. Whenever possible this athlete shall be an existing council member who conforms to IWWF byelaw 13.1.2  When it is not possible to appoint an existing member as the AC representative there shall be ten (10) voting Council Members, including the AC member.

3. The WBC shall have the authority to appoint one additional voting member if they feel it is necessary for the work of the council as per IWWF byelaw 11.2

4. All WBC Members, excepting Honorary Members, are to be members in good standing of their respective Federations.
7.0 Honorary Membership

1. Honorary Members shall have the right to attend all WBC meetings, participate in all E-meetings and shall have a voice but no vote at those meetings. 

2. Honorary membership may be awarded to: all past Chairmen and persons with nine (9) years service as a voting WBC member, or: 

3. Honorary membership may be awarded to: all past Chairmen and persons with seven (7) years service as a voting WBC member with three (3) years service as a WBC Committee Chairman. 

4. Years of service as a Reserve Council Member will not be applied towards honorary membership.

5. The Confederational Councils shall submit nominations for honorary membership to the WBC in the form of a resume.

6. Honorary membership shall be approved by a majority of the WBC. 

7. The WBC Secretary shall inform the nominee’s Confederational Council of the decision as soon as practicable. The WBC Chairman shall send a letter of acceptance to all new honorary members.

8.0 Officers of the WBC - Chairman of the Board and Secretary.

1. The Chairman shall have general direction of the business of WBC, subject to the authority of the WBC, and shall do those things required to assist in the smooth and efficient operation of WBC.

2. The Chairman shall act as or appoint a Parliamentarian at all WBC meetings.

3. The Chairman, or his nominee, shall be a member of The Executive Board of the IWWF and shall attend all meetings of Executive Board of the IWWF.

4. The Chairman Emeritus shall be invited to all WBC meetings. He shall have the same privileges during the meeting as WBC members except with no vote.
5. The Chairman Emeritus may be directed from time to time by the WBC Chairman to represent the WBC at the meetings of the Executive Board of the IWWF
6. The Chairman may delegate roles and duties to the WBC members as is necessary to share the workload. If any WBC Member does not fulfill their duties to the satisfaction of the WBC, the WBC Chairman can request the Chairman of that Member’s Confederation to consider the removal of the Member from the WBC and the appointment of a replacement.
7. The Secretary, as the recording officer of the WBC, shall record and keep the minutes of the meetings of the WBC and is the nominal custodian of it’s records.

8. The Secretary shall perform the duties or exercise the powers of the Chairman during the absence and/or disability of the Chairman and when so acting, shall have all the powers and be subject to all the responsibilities hereby given to or imposed upon the Chairman.

9.0 Officer Qualifications

1. The Officers shall be elected from the voting members of the WBC. 

2. Reserve Members and Honorary Members shall not be nominated as Officers of the WBC.

10.0 Officers Voting Rights

1. The Chairman shall be a voting member of the WBC, his vote to be cast last according to his conscience.

2. The Secretary shall have a vote to be cast in all ballots.

11.0 Elections of Officers

1. Voting at elections shall be by secret ballot with a maximum of three rounds. A majority (i.e. over 50%) of the total number of ballots returned in favor is required for being elected at rounds one or two; plurality (i.e. the candidate with the greatest number of votes) is sufficient at round three. The second and third round shall only be carried out in the case wherein, after the previous round, posts still remain to be filled.

2. Where elections are held for a single post with more than two (2) candidates, and a majority has not been reached in favour of one candidate in round one, the candidate polling the lowest number of votes shall be eliminated from the next round of voting.
3. Nominations for new officers (WBC byelaw 9.0) shall be communicated to the WBC Secretary no less than 30 days before the meeting where the election shall be held and shall be included in the final agenda

4. New officers shall serve a two-year term of office that shall begin at the conclusion of the meeting where the election is held and shall terminate at the end of the next meeting where an election is held if they are to be replaced, or until a successor is elected if not at the normal time.

12.0 Meetings

The WBC shall have two types of meetings and the following rules shall govern the protocol of those meetings

There shall be P-Meetings. These are physical meetings when the council meets face to face. These may be the Official Meeting held in conjunction with the Barefoot Waterski World Championships or an Extraordinary Meeting.

There shall also be E-Meetings that take place on the WBC forum. Email may be used to increase the effectiveness of these E-Meetings but the Official WBC Forum shall be the official site of all WBC E-Meetings

P-Meetings
1. The Official Meeting of the WBC shall be held in conjunction with the Barefoot Waterski World Championships at a time, date, and place designated by the Chairman to coordinate with the tournament schedule.

2. All WBC Meetings other than Official WBC Meetings shall be called Extraordinary Meetings. Extraordinary Meetings shall be conducted in accordance with the proceedings for Official Meetings.

3. The WBC may, whenever it thinks fit, convene an Extraordinary Meeting and the meeting agenda shall state the object(s) and purpose(s) of requisitioning the Extraordinary Meeting and any resolution or motion to be proposed thereat.

4. The WBC Secretary shall promulgate the final agenda for all meetings to all WBC members no less than 21 days in advance of the meeting.

5. Agenda for the Official Meeting shall be approximately as follows:

a. Call to order by Chairman.

b. Establish quorum 

c. Approval of the Minutes of the most previous meeting. 

d. Matters arising from the Minutes

e. Chairman’s report

f. Report of Confederational Members

g. Committee reports

h. Old business

i. New Business

j. Any other urgent business

k. Election of officers if necessary

l. Set the date and location of the next meeting.

m. Adjourn

6. The WBC Meeting may be recessed as required, and reconvened to complete the remainder of the agenda. 

7. The WBC Chairman has the authority to authorise any person to attend meetings of the WBC. 

8. Each WBC Member shall be entitled to have included on the agenda of a WBC Meeting any matter, motion, resolution, or proposal.
9. The President and Secretary General of the IWWF and Members of the Executive Board shall be allowed to attend all WBC Meetings and must be sent notices convening such meetings and agendas.
13.0 E-Meetings

The guidelines set forth in the PPG shall be the official policy for conducting WBC E-Meetings and E-Ballots

14.0 P-Meeting Quorum

1. No business may be transacted at any WBC Meeting, except the adjournment of the meeting, unless a quorum is present when the meeting proceeds to business.

2. Six (6) WBC Members entitled to vote upon the business to be transacted shall constitute a quorum.

3. If a quorum is not present within one (1) hour from the time appointed for the meeting, or if a quorum ceases to be present at any time during a meeting, the meeting shall stand adjourned until a quorum is once again present or at a time and place to be scheduled by the WBC Chairman and notified to all persons entitled to receive notice.

4. Reserve Members shall serve only in the absence of a Voting Member from their own Confederation and shall have full voting privileges at that time. 

5. Reserve Members will have a voice but no vote at the meeting unless they are serving in the stead of an absent WBC Member of their own Confederation, in which case they shall have that Member’s voting privileges. 

15.0 Motions / Votes on Motions / Issuing of Ballots

1. All Council business, excepting byelaw changes, may be transacted via E-Meetings

2. All Voting Members, including the Chairman, may make or second motions.

3. After a motion has been seconded and a reasonable period of discussion, the Chairman shall call for a vote and issue a ballot on the motion.

4. The Chairman may delegate the responsibility for the calling for a vote and the issuing a ballot to the Secretary.

5. Should the Chairman not issue a ballot at the end of the discussion period the Secretary shall issue the ballot.

6. Decisions made at a P-Meeting can be taken validly only if all Confederations are represented by at least one Member.
7. The Reserve Council Members vote shall be used only in the event of a WBC Member from their Confederation not responding to a ballot, thus all Confederations shall have a maximum of 3 votes on all ballots unless the Reserve Member also declines to vote.

8. Voting will be by showing of hands or roll call but a secret ballot shall take place on request of the WBC Chairman or at least three Voting Members.

9. Extraordinary Resolutions may be passed by a majority of the WBC. Any such extraordinary resolution shall take precedence over any existing rule or policy and shall apply only for the competition named in the extraordinary resolution. Extraordinary resolutions shall not conflict with WBC or IWWF Byelaws.
16.0 Committees 

1. The Chairman shall appoint all Committee Chairmen at his/her discretion from among the WBC Members or other qualified persons, with the responsibility to instruct, advise, assist and oversee the progress of these committees as required. 

2. The WBC Chairman may establish special committees with specific duties or charged with the study of precisely defined matters on which they shall report their findings with proposals for measures to be taken to the WBC.  

3. The Chairman may replace a Committee Chairman or dissolve a special committee at any time, for any reason he sees fit.

17.0 Standing Committees

Standing Committees shall be:

1. Records Committee- Responsible for approving, promulgating, and archiving world records. 

2. Rules Committee- Responsible for development and maintenance of the technical rulebook. 

3. Officials Committee- Responsible for the standardized education and testing of officials worldwide.

4. Technical Committee- Responsible for monitoring and testing new ideas, materials, products, innovations etc. that may help advance the sport

5. Rankings List Committee- Responsible for developing and maintaining a worldwide ranking of each competitor’s best results from all competitions that meet the WBC Standings List requirements set forth in the WBC Technical Rulebook and providing this list on the required dates to the WBC Secretary for promulgation to all WBC affiliated Federations. 

6. Safety Committee- Responsible for updating the WBC Safety Manual and insuring the safety practices set forth are promulgated worldwide.

7. Officials Scrutiny Committee- Responsible for investigating allegations made against officials during a World Championships and making recommendations to the WBC regarding the results of those investigations.

8. Byelaws Committee- Responsible for updating the byelaws as needed and keeping the byelaws in alignment with the byelaws of the IWWF.
18.0 Technical Rules

1. The WBC shall have the responsibility of monitoring the needs of the sport. From time to time new rules or rule changes may be required. These should be kept to a minimum but necessary rule changes should not be avoided simply to maintain status quo. 

2. Any rule changes shall become effective according to WBC Technical Rule C1. 

3. The WBC shall publish these rules on the IWWF website as they take effect so as to make them readily available to all interested parties. 

4. Proposed rule changes will be sent to the Rules Committee for investigation as to the interactions with other conjoined or relevant rules and final wording of the proposed change. The Rules Committee shall then present their conclusions to the WBC for consideration in a timely manner.

5. Rule changes require a majority decision of the WBC.

19.0 Procedures, Policies, and Guidelines
1. An ancillary document to the WBC Technical Rulebook, The Procedures, Policies, and Guidelines (PPG) shall also be published in the same manner as the WBC Technical Rulebook. 

2. This document shall contain all interpretations, clarifications, policies, procedures, and necessary forms for operation of the World Barefoot Waterski Championships and shall be updated as the need arises.

20.0 Rules of Eligibility for World Championship Officials

1. The WBC shall be responsible for developing, maintaining the currency of, and administering a test for all aspiring Level 1 Officials who will represent their respective Confederations at a World Barefoot Waterski Championships. 

2. All officials for the World Barefoot Waterski Championships shall comply with chapter 6 of the WBC Rulebook and their appointment shall be approved by a majority of the WBC.

21.0 Obligations of Officials and WBC Members

1. Officials, whether appointed to an event or not, shall act in a proper manner in keeping with their re​sponsibilities.

2. At all times they shall:

a. Act impartially, completely disregarding nationality.

b. Be in possession of and follow scrupulously and conscientiously all rules and regulations published by the WBC

c. Comply with the decisions of the Chief Judge and/or the Jury, taken within their authority.

d. Offer no personal comments or opinions, either in private or in public, on matters that are or have been the subject of discussion within the Jury.

e. Uphold the authority and dignity of the WBC.

f. Attend all events to which they have been appointed unless having given prior reasonable notice to the organizers and the Chief Judge.

g. Wear the approved WBC uniform and clothing at all official functions and while on the tournament site.

3. In the case of an infraction, the appropriate authority may apply sanctions varying from a written warning to temporary or permanent exclusion from WBC activities.

22.0 Obligations of Competitors

1. Competitors may not participate in the World Barefoot Waterski Championships without the prior written consent of their Federation.

2. Competitors competing in competitions shall at all times comply with the rules governing competitions.

3. In the case of an infraction the appropriate authority may apply sanctions varying from a written warning to temporary or permanent exclusion from WBC activities.

23.0 Medals ‑ Awards and Restrictions

At each World Barefoot Waterski Championships, Gold, Silver and Bronze medals should be awarded to the first, second and third placed competitor in each event and the overall except as in chapter 5 of the WBC rules. 

24.0 Prize‑giving ceremony

The competitors in the first three positions shall mount the dais while the competitors' national flags are being hoisted and the national anthem of the winner’s country is played. To save time, abbreviated versions of the national anthems may be used. 

25.0 Advertising at ceremonies

Commercial advertisement from the podium by a competitor, e.g. visual advertising materials, T‑shirts, caps etc. or in a speech during any official prize‑giving ceremony is strictly forbidden. Sponsors and supporters may be thanked in an award acceptance speech.

26.0 Calendar
A Calendar for the ensuing season shall be finalized 14 days after the official WBC meeting and promulgated to all Confederational Barefoot Chairmen by the WBC Secretary.

27.0 Blocked dates for World Championships
1. The World Barefoot Waterski Championships shall be held according to WBC rule 202 and chapter 3 of the WBC rule book.
2. No other international barefoot waterski competition shall take place on a blocked date of the World Barefoot Waterski Championships.

28.0 Restriction

No other water ski competition shall be allowed to take place on the same site in conjunction with the Barefoot World Championships without prior approval of the WBC.

29.0 Bidding for titled events

1. Federations should bid for the World Barefoot Waterski Championships a minimum of two years in advance of the date proposed for the event. 

2. Bids must be submitted to the Chairman of the WBC at least 30 days before the official meeting at which they are to be considered, who will forward copies to the IWWF Secretary General.

3. Hosting of The World Barefoot Waterski Championships shall be the responsibility of the three Confederations on a rotating basis, but any Confederation or Federation may submit a bid regardless of the rotation.

4. Bids shall be in writing and should be in compliance with the LOA and include the necessary supporting documentation and supported by the following:
a. Proposed site with dimensions, maps, and pictures if possible

b. Dates of training, site familiarization, and competition

c. Accommodation availability, locations, and costs
d. Name of proposed sponsor if known
e. Visa requirements 

f. Confirmation that the List of Obligations will be fully honored
g. Towboat to be used

h. Ropes and handles to be used

i. Any proposed entry fee and charge for tickets to all functions, (e.g. final dinner, opening ceremony), including the currency in which it will be payable.

j. Currency used for hotel and other expenses and which credit cards will be accepted for such payments.
5. Bids for the Barefoot Waterski World Championships not allocated at the relevant WBC meeting shall also be submitted in writing to the WBC Chairman with the same information as above. It will be the responsibility of the Officers to promulgate this bid to the remainder of the WBC. The decision on whether to accept or re​ject the bid shall be made by majority decision of the WBC.

6. Should the WBC require a site inspection, the WBC will appoint a representative local to the site to inspect and report on the site. 

30.0 Rights

1. The official video of the World Barefoot Waterski Championships shall be the sole property of the WBC. 

2. The pro​visions in the IWWF Letter of Agreement and Obligations (LOA) for Titled Events bind the organizers of all competitions containing the words “Barefoot Waterski World Championship” in their title
 31.0 Discipline

1. No competitor, official, competitor’s family, or representative shall transgress the generally accepted norms of good sporting behavior.

2. The Appointed Team Officials are responsible for the behavior on and off the water of their competitors from the time of arrival to the time of departure from the competition.
32.0 Infringements

1. Such transgressions include, but are not limited to the fol​lowing:

a. Violence or intentional injury to others

b. Theft

c. Vandalism

d. Insulting or offensive words or behavior

e. Abuse of equipment

f. Use of banned substances

g. Under aged drinking

33.0 Disciplinary action

1. National Federations have full responsibility in case of non-observation of these rules to apply sanctions where within their jurisdiction. They shall inform the WBC and all other Federations of the action taken. Other Federations so notified shall, where applicable, enforce the sanction.

2. Otherwise, failure to comply with these rules shall be subject to a disci​plinary action varying from a written reprimand to temporary or permanent exclusion from WBC activities.

3. The disciplinary action may be taken by

a. The Federation

b. The WBC

c. The Confederational Council

d. The Chief Judge and/or the Jury

4. Action taken by the Chief Judge and/or Jury shall have effect only at the time and place of the competition at which the infraction occurs and shall be limited to actions at that competition.

5. A report of the complaint and the action taken shall be made to the WBC and to the Federation of the person concerned within 14 days.
6. An infraction calling for action beyond that applicable to a competition shall be reported to the WBC by the Chief Judge, the Organizer or the Federation Chairman within 7 days of the occurrence, accompanied by depositions from Officials con​cerned and/or witness to the infraction. The WBC shall afford the parties concerned an opportunity to state their case which may include depositions from witnesses and other evidence.

7. Action taken by the WBC shall be notified to the offender and his Federation as soon as possible.

8. In the case of a more serious offence, the WBC shall refer the matter to the competitor’s or official’s Confederational Council or Federation for action. The WBC shall investigate the matter and decide by teleconference, e-mail, postal-mail exchange, or at a meeting what action is to be taken.

9. Action decided upon by the WBC shall be suspended if the Confederational Council or Federation concerned takes action, which, in the opinion of the WBC, is appropriate and sufficient. Such action taken by a Confederational Council or Federation must be notified to the WBC within 30 days of the infraction, or when the action to be taken by the WBC is to come into effect, whichever is the sooner.

34.0 Sanctions

1. For contravention of any statute or byelaw the WBC may apply such sanctions as it deems appropriate including

2. Imposition of a fine

3. Suspension for a period of time or from a specified competition or competitions of the Federation's Team or competitors

35.0 WBC Officials Scrutiny Committee
1. When a negative report on any official at a World Championships is received from the Chief Judge of a World Championships the WBC shall ask the Chief Judge to give a verbal report to the Council. If this is not possible a written report detailing the facts and reasons for the negative report shall be forwarded to the Secretary of the WBC for distribution to the Council for their consideration.

2. The Council shall consider these allegations and if they are thought to be of a serious nature the WBC shall refer this matter to the WBC Chairman who shall appoint the WBC Officials Scrutiny Committee. 

3. The WBC Officials Scrutiny Committee shall be comprised of WBC members representing all of the World Confederations. It shall not be limited in size and may be formed ad hoc if the case permits. 

4. The WBC Officials Scrutiny Committee shall use all available evidence to discern the facts and shall report their decision on the validity of the Chief Judge’s report to the council. They shall also make a recommendation of any further action to be taken by the Council. 

5. The outcome of this report, any action recommended by the WBC Officials Scrutiny Committee, and any action approved by the Council shall be forwarded to the Official’s Confederational Chairman, to the Official, and to the Chairman of the Official’s Federation.

36.0 Appeals

1. A Federation contesting sanctions imposed may have recourse to the IWWF Appeals Committee

2. In case of a sanction taken other than at a competition the person concerned may have recourse to the Appeals Committee.

3. To be valid, appeals against decisions shall be sent to the Chairman of the WBC and the Chairman of the competitor’s Federation within 15 days of the receipt of the decision being contested.

37.0 Appeals Committee

All appeals shall go before the IWWF Appeals Committee, who shall be the final arbiter of any decision.
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